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“....Ibelieve you are a great Ambassador for Canadian
arts as a poet whose work has been recognized and

recorded by The International Society of Poets ....”
The R H Paul Martin November 2005
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Introduction

¢ Kafai’s poetry is largely philosophic in nature. In verses such

as “Who Am I ? “ and “ Look” , Kafai explores the origin of
humankind .His verse overflows with a deep reverence for the
God of Creation. In “ Return To Me “ the narrator pleads to God ,”
return to me and with the cool streams of your tenderness
irrigate the thirsty desert of my soul” . Indeed, Kafai often
employs metaphor to infuse his poetry with greater subtlety and
depth.. The poem “ I Love You “ fashions its theme of “ bad love”
largely upon the use of metaphor. The narrator of “ I Love You “
bemoans, “There were bushes full of thorn in your arid and
harsh land /And snakes of empty words bit my heart and my
hand “.

Kafai’s clever turns of phrase infuse old concepts with new life.
Additionally, Kafai’s masterful use of rhythm and rhyme add a
musical quality to his verse that is reminiscent of an ancient
ballad’s lilt. His combination of end rhyme ,internal rhyme and
slant rhyme create a sound that is as diverse as it is
enchanting. While Kafai often explores concepts that are infinitely
complex his approach to those subjects leaves an impression of
both clarity and grace upon those who read and hear his verse.

Kafai’s amazing gift of words marks him as a truly accomplished
poet .His ability to turn mere language into the music of verse is
matched only by his immense insight into the complexities of the
human spirit ....”
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