
477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85; (st. 2): rev. The Jubilate Group 
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 
Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Please stand as you are able.  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 

and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 

grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Self-examination 
P We will have a period of silence as we reflect on our nature in light of God's Word and the Ten Commandments. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Call to confess 
P Let us call unto the Lord. 

 

Confession of Sins 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 



Absolution LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have 

commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 

where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 



Verse of the Month 
P Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from John chapter fifteen, verse five. 

C I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 

apart from me you can do nothing.  (John 15:5) 

 

First Reading Acts 8:26–40 
 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of 

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and 

was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and 

join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what 

you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit 

with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

 Who can describe his generation? 

  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 

else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And 

as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me 

from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the 

eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and 

the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 

through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalmody  Psalm 150:1-6 
P Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! 

C Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness! 

P Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 

C Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 

P Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

C Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Second Reading 1 John 4:1–11 
 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets 

have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 

antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have 

overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they 

speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is 

not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest 

among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we 

have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, 

we also ought to love one another. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 



Alleluia and Verse 
 

Alleluia LSB 205 

 
 

Verse LSB 205 

 

 
 

Alleluia LSB 205 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 15:1–8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he 

takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because 

of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 

and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in 

me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that 

you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen.          Please be seated. 



Sermon 
 

700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Please be seated. 

Service of the Sacrament 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Preface 208 
P The Lord be with you.     C  And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts.     C  We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 

Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 

now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death 

and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-

begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from bondage to sin and 

death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him. 

  

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into death and drinking His life’s 

blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Please be seated. 

 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 

saying: 

 

Distribution 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

Dismissal Statement 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace and joy. 

C Amen. 

 



633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

 

 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son 

into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

 



706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 

 

 

 
Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, 1934 

Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
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