
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Please stand  as you are able.  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution LSB 213 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 



Service of the Word 
Kyrie sung by soloist - LSB 942, LSB 943 (stanza 2), LSB 942 (public domain) 

 

816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and 

follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Verse of the Month 
P Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Romans chapter seven, verses twenty-four and        

twenty-five a. 

C Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ  

our Lord!  (Romans 7:24-25a) 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 28:5–9 
 5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing 

in the house of the LORD, 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD make the words that you 

have prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 
7Yet hear now this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and 
me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet 

who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the 

prophet.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Psalmody  Psalm 119:153-160 
P Look on my affliction and deliver me, for I do not forget your law. 

C Plead my cause and redeem me; give me life according to your promise! 

P Salvation is far from the wicked, for they do not seek your statutes. 

C Great is your mercy, O LORD; give me life according to your rules. 

P Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, but I do not swerve from your testimonies. 

C I look at the faithless with disgust, because they do not keep your commands. 

P Consider how I love your precepts! Give me life according to your steadfast love. 

C The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. Glory be to the Father and to 

the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle Romans 7:1–13 
 1Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as 

long as he lives? 2Thus a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released 

from the law of marriage. 3Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is 

alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress. 

 4Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him 

who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 5For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful 

passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6But now we are released from the law, 

having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve not under the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit. 

 7What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. I 

would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8But sin, seizing an opportunity through 

the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9I was once alive apart from the 

law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. 10The very commandment that promised life proved to be 

death to me. 11For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12So the law is 

holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

 13Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in 

order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able out of respect for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 10:34–42 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  34[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I 

have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 
36And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. 37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 

me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And whoever does not take his cross and follow me 

is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

 40“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41The one who receives a prophet 

because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 

person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because 

he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon 
 

561 The Tree of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Bruce W. Becker, 1952 



Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely 

promised to hear us. 

  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name 

be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in 

our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and 

profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s 

kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, 

that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we 

commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a 

good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, 

and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

Service of the Sacrament 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Preface LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of 

all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in 

true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood for our 

forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, 

by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we 

may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
  

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often 

as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 

Distribution 217 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 
  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 



Dismissal Statement 218 
P The body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 

peace and joy. 

C Amen. 
 

623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 

 

 

 
Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

597 Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 

 

 

 

 

 



655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of 

Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

 

 

 



685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 
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