
355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 

O Sun, arise; without Your light 

We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

 

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 

O come, lead us with mighty hand 

From exile to our promised land. 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 

There shall we laud You and adore 

Forever and forevermore. 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

L Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 

L Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Make His paths straight. 

L Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 

C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 

  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  



C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 
C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

  

With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 

And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 

make known His deeds among the peoples, 

proclaim that His name is exalted.” 

  

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

  

Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 

let this be made known in all the earth. 

Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

  

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

 

First Reading Romans 6:1–14 
 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to 

sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 

his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that 

we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives 

he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13Do not present your members 

to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to 

life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you 

are not under law but under grace. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalmody  Psalm 18:1-3, 16-30 
P I love you, O LORD, my strength. 

C The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my 

shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 

P I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies. 

C He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out of many waters. 

P He rescued me from my strong enemy and from those who hated me, for they were too mighty for me. 

C They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the LORD was my support. 

P He brought me out into a broad place; he rescued me, because he delighted in me. 

C The LORD dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands he 

rewarded me. 



P For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly departed from my God. 

C For all his rules were before me, and his statutes I did not put away from me. 

P I was blameless before him, and I kept myself from my guilt. 

C So the LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in 

his sight. 

P With the merciful you show yourself merciful; with the blameless man you show yourself blameless; 

C with the purified you show yourself pure; and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous. 

P For you save a humble people, but the haughty eyes you bring down. 

C For it is you who light my lamp; the LORD my God lightens my darkness. 

P For by you I can run against a troop, and by my God I can leap over a wall. 

C This God- his way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge 

in him. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever. Amen. 

 

Second Reading Colossians 3:1–17 
 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 

God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 

which is idolatry. 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7In these you too once walked, when you were 

living in them. 8But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 
9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, 

which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

 12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven 

you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let 

the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory 
 

L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

L He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Catechism 
 

Ten Commandments 
C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 



You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything 

that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

Catechetical Review 
 

Holy Baptism – Fourth Part 
P What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

C It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all 

sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness 

and purity forever. 

  

P Where is this written? 

C St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.” (Romans 6:4) 

 

Sermon 
 



597 Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Prayer 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel 

and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Collect of the Day 
P Heavenly Father, You have forgiven our sins, rescued us from death and the devil, and given us eternal life by 

Baptism into the death and resurrection of Your beloved Son.  Strengthen our faith so that we daily put to death all 

sins and evil desires and, trusting Your sure promises, are raised to live before You in righteousness and purity.  

Finally, bring us to the fulfillment of our Baptism in the resurrection of the body to life everlasting; through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 



C Amen. 

 

Collect for the Word 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, 

read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Please pray the prayer that is appropriate for the time of day that you are worshiping. 

 

Luther's Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm 

and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 

please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

 

Luther's Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and 

I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 

have no power over me. 

 

Blessing 
 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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