915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us
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1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
2 To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter in

3 To - day our Fa - ther calls us; His Ho - ly Spir - it  waits;
40 al-em-brac-ing Mer - ¢y, O ev -er - o - pen Door,
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How - ev - er great our tres-pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa-ther’s wel-come And par - don for their sin.
His bless-ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav’'n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be for - got - ten, A pres - ent joy be giv’n,
No ques-tion will be asked us How of - ten we have come;

When all things seem a-gainst us, To drive us to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash us And make us clean to - day.

A fu - ture grace be prom -ised, A glo-rious crown in heav’n.
Al - though we  oft have wan - dered, It is our Fa - ther’s home.

We know one gate is o - pen, One ear will hear our prayer.
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812-after 1857
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Please stand as you are able. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Invocation
P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C |1, apoor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 213
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.

Service of the Word

Kyrie sung by soloist - LSB 942, LSB 943 (stanza 2), LSB 942 (public domain)
816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
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1 From all that dwell be - low the skies Let the Cre - a-tor’s
2E - ter-nal are Thy mer-cies, Lord,; E - ter-nal truth at-
A3 All praise to God the Fa-ther be, All praise, e - ter-nal
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praise a - rise; Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - Iu - ia!
tends Thy Word. Al -1le - lu - ia, al-le - Iu - ia!
Son, to Thee. Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - Iu - ia!
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Let the Re-deem-er’s name be sung Throughev - 'ry land by
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore Till  suns shallrise and
Whom with the Spir - it we a-dore For - ev - er and for-
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ev-’ry tongue. Al - 1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
set no more. Al - le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
ev - er - more: Al - le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
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Al -le - lu-ia, al-le-1lu-ia, al-le-1Iu - ia!
Al -1le - lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-1Ilu - ia!
Al -1le - lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-1Ilu - ia!

Text (sts. 1-2): Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823-97
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengeséng, 1623, Kéln
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow door. Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and
lead us now and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Letus pray.

God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Please be seated.

Verse of the Month
P

C  "Inyour steadfast love give me life, that

Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Psalm One hundred nineteen, verse eighty-eight.

I may keep the testimonies of your mouth." (Psalm 119:88)



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 66:18-23
18«“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall

come and shall see my glory, *°and I will set a sign among them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to
Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off, that have not heard my fame or
seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 2°And they shall bring all your brothers from all the
nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy
mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the
LorD. !And some of them also | will take for priests and for Levites, says the LORD.

22«For as the new heavens and the new earth
that | make
shall remain before me, says the LORD,
so shall your offspring and your name remain.
Z3From new moon to new moon,
and from Sabbath to Sabbath,
all flesh shall come to worship before me,
declares the LORD.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody Psalm 50:1-15
P The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. Out of Zion,
the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
C  Our God comes; he does not keep silence; before him is a devouring fire, around him a mighty tempest. He calls
to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may judge his people:
"Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!"
The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge! Selah
"Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, | will testify against you. | am God, your God.
Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you; your burnt offerings are continually before me.
I will not accept a bull from your house or goats from your folds.
For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know all the birds of the hills, and all that
moves in the field is mine.
"If I were hungry, 1 would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine.
Do | eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?
P Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, and call upon me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me."
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
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Epistle Hebrews 12:4-24
4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. >And have you forgotten the
exhortation that addresses you as sons?

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.

SFor the Lord disciplines the one he loves,

and chastises every son whom he receives.”

"It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not
discipline? 8If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to
the Father of spirits and live? °For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our
good, that we may share his holiness. *For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

2Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, *3and make straight paths for your feet, so that what
is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. *Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which
no one will see the Lord. ‘°See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and
causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; ‘6that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright
for a single meal. Y"For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no
chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.



8For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest *°and the sound of
a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 2°For they could not
endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” ?*Indeed, so terrifying was the
sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” ??But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,*and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
AThis is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able out of respect for the reading of the Holy Gospel.

Holy Gospel Luke 13:22-30
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

22[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 22And someone said to
him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?”” And he said to them, 2*“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, |
tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 2When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you
begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,” then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where
you come from.” 2Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.” ’But he
will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!” 2In that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God
but you yourselves cast out. 22And people will come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the
kingdom of God. *°And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”
P Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praiseto You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

Sermon



664 Fight the Good Fight
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is  your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your
3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; His bound-less
4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He chang - es
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strength, and  Christ your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and  seek His face. Life  with its way be -
mer - cy will pro - vide. Trust, and en - dur - ing
not who  holds you dear; On - ly be - lieve, and
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it shall be  Your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.
fore us lies; Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
faith  shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love.
you will see  That Christ is all e - ter - nal - ly.

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-75, alt.

Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York

Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand as you are able.

Prayer of the Church

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and
freely promised to hear us.

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy
name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown
forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed
and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s
kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things,
that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we
commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a
good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways,
and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Wetrust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

Service of the Sacrament

Please stand as you are able.



Preface

U O UV O 7TV O 7T

C

Lord's Pray.
C

The Words
P

Pax Domini
p
C
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LSB 216
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our God,
king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of
Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to
us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell.
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His
salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

er
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

of Our Lord

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy sts. 1,3
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1 Lamb of God, pure and ho - ly, Who on the cross didst suf - fer,
3 Lamb of God, pure and ho - ly, Who on the cross didst suf - fer,
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Ev-er pa-tient and low - ly, Thy-self to scorn didst of - fer
Ev-er pa-tient and low - ly, Thy-self to scorn didst of - fer.
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All sins Thou bor-est for us, Else had de-spair reigned o’er us:
All sins Thou bor-est for us, Else had de-spair reigned o’er us:
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Have mer-cy on us, O Je - sus! (0] Je - sus!
Thy peace be with us, O Je - sus! (0] Je - sus!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546
Text and tune: Public domain

Please be seated.
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive,
saying:

Distribution 217
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

Dismissal Statement 218
P The body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T
in peace and joy.
C Amen.



563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
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1 Je - sus, Thy blood and righ - teous - ness My beau - ty
2 Bold shall 1 stand in that great day, Cleansed and re -
3 Lord, I be - lieve Thy pre - cious blood, Which at the
4 Lord, I be - lieve, were sin - ners more Than sands up -
f) 4 . . . . .
'##:m — s — f i[ i[ il — ——
=5 I ] = = I — r—
Q) ' I I
are, my glo - rious dress; Midst flam - ing worlds, in
deemed, no  debt to  pay; Ful - ly ab - solved through
mer - cy seat of God Pleads for the cap - tives’
on the o - cean shore, Thou hast for all a
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these ar - rayed, With joy shall I lift  up my head.
these 1 am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
lib - er -ty, Was al -so shed in love for me.
ran - som paid, For all a full a - tone - ment made.
5  When from the dust of death I rise 6  Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,

To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700-60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703-91, alt.

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing

Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.
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1Je - sus comes to - day with heal -ing, Knock-ing at my
2 Christ Him - self, the priest pre - sid - ing, Yet in bread and
3 Un - der bread and wine, though low - ly, I re - ceive the
4 God de - scends with heav’n - ly pow - er, Gives Him - self to
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door, ap - peal-ing, Of - f’ring par - don, grace, and peace.
wine a - bid - ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,
Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod - v, giv’n for me,
me this hour In this or - di - nar - y sign.
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He Him - self makes prep - a - ra - tion, And I  hear His
Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav-en, Who to bit - ter
On my tongue His pledge re - ceiv-ing, I ac - cept His
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in - vi - ta - tion:n “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
pre - cious to - ken Of His sa - cred cov - e - nant.
death was giv - en, Hung up - on the curs - ed tree.
grace, be - liev - ing That I taste His love di - vine.
5  Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 6  Now have I found consolation,

Whose own feast of love | savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.

Wedding garments He provides me,

With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960
Tune: Johann Léhner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260

Tune: Public domain

Comfort in my tribulation,

Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,

Makes my wounded spirit whole.



639 Wide Open Stand the Gates
H

[ U I I N L I I I I I ]

P>

\J
q
Q

1 Wide o - pen stand the gates a - dorned with pearl, While
2 He speaks the Word the bread and wine to bless: “This
3 The cher - u - bim, their fac - es veiled from Ilight, While
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drink with thank - ful - ness This gift  of ho - ly food.
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They watch Him now  de -scend - ing To  vis - it wait-ing earth.
All hu - man thought must fal - ter— Our God stoops low to heal,
This sac - ra - ment God gives us Binds us in u - ni-ty,
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The Lord of Life un-end - ing Brings dy -ing hope new birth!
Now pres-ent on the al - tar, For us both host and meal!

Joins earth with heav’n be - yond us, Time with e - ter - ni - ty!
Text: J. K. Wilhelm Loehe, 1808-72; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007
Tune: Christlich Neu-vermehrt . . . Gesangbuch, 1663, Erfurt
Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260
Tune: Public domain

632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee
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ly be - stowed On me Thy bod-y and Thy blood.
in my heart: How blessed am I! How good  Thou art!

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851-1928
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

Post-Communion Collect
A Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus 218
P  Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

Please be seated.

735 Have No Fear, Little Flock
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; Have no fear, Iit - tle

2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; Have good cheer, lit-tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; Praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; Thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, For the Fa - ther has cho - sen To
flock, For the Fa - ther will keep you In
bove, For He stoops down to heal you, Up -
God, For He stays close be - side you, In
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give you the King-dom; Have no fear, lit-tle flock!
His love for - ev - er; Have good cheer, lit-tle flock!
liftt and re - store you; Praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things works with you; Thank-ful hearts raiseto God!
Text (sts. 2-4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931-2010
Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930
Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260
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