873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88
Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777–1822
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
Please stand as you are able. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Exhortation
LSB 203
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Self-examination
P We will have a period of silence as we reflect on our nature in light of God's Word and the Ten Commandments.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Call to confess
P Let us call unto the Lord.
Confession of Sins
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Absolution
LSB 203
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Service of the Word
Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer acceptable service. Grant that we
may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Please be seated.

Verse of the Month
P Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Psalm, one hundred nineteen, verse eighty-eight.
C In your steadfast love give me life, that I may keep the testimonies of your mouth. (Psalm 119:88)
Old Testament Reading
Genesis 15:1–6
1
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall
be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be
my heir.” 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your
heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.”
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody
Psalm 33:12-22
P Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!
C The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; from where he sits enthroned he looks out on
all the inhabitants of the earth, he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds.
P The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
C The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it cannot rescue.
P Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love, that he may deliver their
soul from death and keep them alive in famine.
C Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his
holy name.
P Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
Epistle

Hebrews 11:1–16
1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by it the people of old received their
commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made
out of things that are visible.
4
By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God
commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch was taken up
so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was
commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events
as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became
an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went
out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose
designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she
considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as
many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
13
These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and
having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that they are
seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity
to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for he has prepared for them a city.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.

Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia
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Verse
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Alleluia
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Holy Gospel
Luke 12:22–40
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
22
[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your
body, what you will put on. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither
sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!
25
And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not able to do as small a thing
as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today,
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not seek what you
are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father
knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
32
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give to
the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no
thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
35
“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men who are waiting for their master to come home
from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those
servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them
recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake,
blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

Sermon
711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand as you are able.

Prayer of the Church
Please be seated.

Service of the Sacrament
Please stand as you are able.

Preface
P
C
P
C
P
C
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid
on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives
and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred
them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam,
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that
come to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of
it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Text: Stephen P. Starke

Please be seated.

Distribution
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:

Distribution
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

Dismissal Statement
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T
in peace and joy.
C Amen.

636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness (Vocalist - odd stanzas, Congregation -even stanzas)

5

6

Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You;
Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.
Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessèd food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

7

8

Lord, by love and mercy driven,
You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness
And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.
Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain

720 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt.
Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950
Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 211

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to
serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

LSB 212

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Please be seated.

666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe

Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593–1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Tune: German, 1534, Nürnberg
Text and tune: Public domain
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