
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 



Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

      
  

 
  

P Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save the lost. Graciously open 

our ears and our hearts to hear His call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast with Him forever in His 

kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

 

Verse of the Month 
P Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Romans, chapter six, verses seventeen and 

eighteen. 

C But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the 

standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves 

of righteousness.  (Romans 6:17-18) 

 

Old Testament Reading Hosea 5:15—6:6 

15I will return again to my place, 

 until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, 

 and in their distress earnestly seek me. 

1“Come, let us return to the LORD; 

 for he has torn us, that he may heal us; 

 he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 
2After two days he will revive us; 

 on the third day he will raise us up, 

 that we may live before him. 
3Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; 

 his going out is sure as the dawn; 

he will come to us as the showers, 

 as the spring rains that water the earth.” 
4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

 What shall I do with you, O Judah? 

Your love is like a morning cloud, 

 like the dew that goes early away. 
5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 

 I have slain them by the words of my mouth, 

 and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
6For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

 the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Psalmody  Psalm  119:65–72 
P You have dealt well with your servant, O LORD, according to your word. 

C Teach me good judgment and knowledge, for I believe in your commandments. 

P Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word. 

C You are good and do good; teach me your statutes. 

P The insolent smear me with lies, but with my whole heart I keep your precepts; 

C their heart is unfeeling like fat, but I delight in your law. 

P It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn your statutes. 

C The law of your mouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver pieces. Glory be to the Father and 

to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Epistle Romans 4:13–25 
 13The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but 

through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 

promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—

not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as 

it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 

gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18In hope he believed against hope, that he 

should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19He did not weaken in 

faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when 

he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 

grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
22That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23But the words “it was counted to him” were not written 

for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our 

Lord, 25who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

  
  

 9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow 

me.” And he rose and followed him. 

 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with 

Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 

tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 

who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, 

but sinners.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Sermon 
 

  



602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives 

 

 

 

 
 

5 The gifts are in the feast, 

    Gifts far more than we see; 

Beneath the bread and wine 

    Is food from Calvary. 

The body and the blood 

    Remove our ev’ry sin; 

We leave His presence in 

    His peace, renewed again. 

 

6 All glory to the One 

    Who lavishes such love; 

The triune God in love 

    Assures our life above. 

His means of grace for us 

    Are gifts He loves to give; 

All thanks and praise for His 

    Great love by which we live! 

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947 
Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842–1912, alt. 
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

      
  

      
  



 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 196 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

      



Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 

saying: 

 

Left Column LSB 199 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

The Dismissal LSB 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

  



555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 

 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 

 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 
My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 

 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 

 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 

 

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



635 O Gracious Lord, I Firmly Am Believing sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Spanish or Latin American, 20th cent.; tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: H. León 
Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 

 

  



617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

      
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

      
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  



 
 

976 Give Me Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: African American spiritual 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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