
386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: German, 14th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Please stand  as you are able.  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

Absolution LSB 213 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     C Amen. 



Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie sung by soloist - LSB 942, LSB 943 (stanza 2), LSB 942 (public domain) 

 

816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may 

shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

Verse of the Month 
P Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Romans, chapter six, verse five. 

C For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his.   (Romans 6:5) 

 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 
 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand 

burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 



shall give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, 

because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have 

kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my 

God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how 

to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many 

to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, 

that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have 

not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 

discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that 

none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, 

both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, 

keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalmody  Psalm 119:97-104 
P Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. 

C Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. 

P I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation. 

C I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. 

P I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word. 

C I do not turn aside from your rules, for you have taught me. 

P How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

C Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. Glory be to the Father and to 

the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen, 

 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 

the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of 

his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in 

all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 

Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 

things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 

glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 

sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 

praise of his glory. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able out of respect for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, 

they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind 

in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then 

they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned 



to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 

them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And 

when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 

Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking 

for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he 

spoke to them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother 

treasured up all these things in her heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

Sermon 
 

410 Within the Father’s House 

 

 
 

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 

    And teach us by Thy grace 

Each dim revealing of Thyself 

    With loving awe to trace 

 

D 6 Till we behold Thy face 

    And know as we are known 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    Coequal Three in One. 

Text: James R. Woodford, 1820–85, alt. 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; adapt. William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Please stand as you are able. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and 

freely promised to hear us. 

  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your 

holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent 

love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious 

name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the 

devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil 

things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your 

merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our 

needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice 

in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its 

ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

Service of the Sacrament 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Preface LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our 

God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the 

testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His 

body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love 

which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, 



guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Please be seated. 

 



Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 

saying: 

 

Distribution 217 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

Dismissal Statement 218 
P The body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace and joy. 

C Amen. 

 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 1, 5–7, 10 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    Yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is even now 

    At once in many places. 

I leave to You how this can be; 

Your Word alone suffices me; 

    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 

6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 

    And let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 

Refreshes me and stills my fears 

    And is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

And, truly grieving for our sins, 

    May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for Your grace 

And day by day may run our race, 

    In holiness increasing. 

 

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 

    The world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 

A blessèd comfort unto me 

    When living and when dying. 

Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt. 
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.     C Amen. 



Benedicamus 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

376 Once in Royal David’s City 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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