376 Once in Royal David’s City
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glad-ness.
gone.

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Please stand as you are able. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Invocation

His chil-dren, crowned, All in white, His praisewill sound!

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

LSB 203

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of

our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God

and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Self-examination

P} We will have a period of silence as we reflect on our nature in light of God's Word and the Ten Commandments.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Call to confess

(P) Letus call unto the Lord.



Confession of Sins
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution LSB 203
(P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Sharing the Peace
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria i nhExcelsis 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev -er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Letus pray.
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may
shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.



Verse of the Month
(P)  Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Psalm One hundred twenty-eight, verse one.
Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways! (Psalm 128:1)

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4-15

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand
burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I
shall give you.” 8And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father,
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have
kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. “And now, O LORD my
God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although | am but a little child. I do not know how
to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many
to be numbered or counted for multitude. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people,
that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

101t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 1'And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, *?behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, | give you a wise and discerning mind, so that
none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 3l give you also what you have not asked,
both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. **And if you will walk in my ways,
keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

SAnd Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody Psalm 119:97-104
(P} Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day7
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me.
(P} 1 have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation.
I understand more than the aged, for | keep your precepts.
(P 1 hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word.
I do not turn aside from your rules, for you have taught me.
(P} How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Through your precepts | get understanding; therefore | hate every false way. Glory be to the Father and to

the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places, “even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love ®he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of
his will, éto the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. “In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in
all wisdom and insight °making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ *as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

11n him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, 1?so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his
glory. 3In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, “who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

Alleluia and Verse



Alleluia LSB 205

i 9 — t  — - | — { |
o e e e et
o) o _ | I
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Verse LSB 205
K— —r—1 r— f K—

These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:40-52

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

4INow his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. “2And when he was twelve years old,
they went up according to custom. “*And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, “*but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then
they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, “>and when they did not find him, they returned
to Jerusalem, searching for him. “6After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions. 4’And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. “And
when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so?
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” “*And he said to them, “Why were you looking
for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” S°And they did not understand the saying that he
spoke to them. 5And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother
treasured up all these things in her heart.

%2And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
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and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

nd I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life - of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.

Sermon

410 Within the Father’s House
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1 With-in the Fa-ther’s house The Son has found His home,
2 The doc-tors of the Law  Gaze on the won-drous child
3 Yet not to them is giv’n The might -y truth to know,
4 The se-cret of the Lord Es - capes each hu - man eye,
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And to His tem - ple sud-den - ly The Lord of life has come.
And mar-vel at His gra-cious words Of wis-dom un - de - filed.
To  lift the earth - ly  veil that hides In - car-nate God be - low.
And faith-ful pon-d’ring hearts a - wait The full e-piph-a - ny.
5  Lord, visit Thou our souls /A 6  Till we behold Thy face

Each dim revealing of Thyself

Text: James

And teach us by Thy grace

With loving awe to trace

R. Woodford, 1820-85, alt.

Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758; adapt. William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

Text and tun:

e: Public domain

Please stand as you are able.

Prayer of the

Please be seated.

Service

Church

of the Sacrament

Please stand as you are able.

Preface

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Coequal Three in One.

208



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

® &

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

o) [ | e

— [ T — I
e o« | 0 606 o, = T T,

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and drinking His blood, we may
receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in

remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Please be seated.

Distribution
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The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive,

saying:

Distribution

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.

Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.

Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

Dismissal Statement

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.

Depart -1+ in peace and joy.
Amen.



399 The gtar Proclaims the King Is Here
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1 The star pro - claims the King is here; But, Her - od,
2 The east - ern sa - ges saw from far And fol - lowed
3 With - in the Jor - dan’s sa - cred flood The heav’'n-ly
4 And oh, what mir - a - cle di - vine, When wa - ter
A5 For this Thy glad e - piph - a - ny All  glo - 1y,
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why  this sense-less fear? For He who of - fers heav'n-ly
on His guid - ing star; And, led by light, to light they
Lamb 1in meek-ness stood That He, of whom no sin  was
red - dened in - to wine! He spoke the word, and forth it
Je - sus, be to Thee, Whom with the Fa - ther we a-
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birth Seeks not the king - doms of this  earth.
trod And by their gifts con - fessed their God.
known, Might cleanse His peo - ple from their own.
flowed In streams that na - ture ne’er be - stowed.
dore, And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain
638 Eat This Bread
Au Refrain ‘ .
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, Come to Him and nev -er be hun - gry.
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, Trust in Him and you will not thirst.

Au Cantor or Choir .
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1 This is His bod-y giv-en for you; this is His blood that was shed for you.
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2 As of-ten asyou eat this bread anddrink this cup, you show His death un-tilHe comes a-gain.
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3 Eat His flesh and drink His blood, and Christ will raiseyou up on the Last Day.
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5If we be-lieve and eat this bread, we will have e - ter - nal life.
Text (sts. 1-2): Stephen P. Starke, 1955; (sts. ref, 3-5): Robert J. Batastini, 1942; (sts. ref, 3-5): Taizé Community
Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-94
Text (sts. 1-2): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260
Text (sts. ref, 3-5) and tune: © 1984 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260



617 O Lord, We Praise Thee
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10 Lord, we praise Thee, bl_ess Thee, and a - dore Thee,

2 Thy ho - ly bod - vy in - to death was giv - en,
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bod -y and Thy blood didst nour-ish  Our weak souls that

love than this to Thee could bind us; May this feast there -
geth - er  here in love and u - nion Nor de - spise this
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they may flour - ish: O Lord, have mer - cy!
of re - mind us! O Lord, have mer - cy!
blest Com - mu - nion! (0] Lord, have mer - cy!
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May Thy bod -y, Lord, born of Mar - vy, That  our
Lord, Thy kind - ness did so con-strain Thee That  Thy
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sins and sor - rows did car - ry, And Thy blood for us plead
blood should bless and sus - tain me. All our debt Thou hast paid;
heav’n-ly - mind -ed He make us; Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
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In all tri - al, fear, and need: O Lord, have mer - cy!
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mer - cy!
Days of peace and wu - ni - ty: O Lord, have mer - cy!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2-3): Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260

Tune: Public domain



Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
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O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.

Please be seated.

LSB 212



383 A Great and Mighty Wonder
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1 A great and might-y won - der, A full and ho - ly cure:
2 The Word be-comes in - car - nate And  yet re-mains on high,
3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch, Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
4 Since all He comes to ran - som, By all be He a-dored,
5 All i - dols then shall per - ish And Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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The vir - gin bears the in - fant With vir - gin hon - or pure!
And cher - u - bim sing an - thems To shep-herds from the sky.
Re - joice, O vales and moun - tains, And o - ceans, clap your hands.
The in - fant born in Beth - I’em, The Sav - ior and the Lord.
And Christ shall raise His scep - ter, De -cree - ing end -less peace.

A Refrain
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Pro - claim the Sav - ior’s birth: “To God on high be
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glo - ry And peace to all the earth!”

Text: Germanus, c. 634-c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Kdln
Text and tune: Public domain
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