
366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 
Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Please stand  as you are able.  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 



Absolution LSB 213 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie sung by soloist - LSB 942, LSB 943 (stanza 2), LSB 942 (public domain) 

 

816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more 

wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 



Verse of the Month 
P Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Psalm Ninety-eight, verse one. 

C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm have 

worked salvation for him.  (Psalm 98:1) 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 
 1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the 

people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 

 3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 

for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. . . . 

 11“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it 

to you, 12you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males 

shall be the LORD’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall 

break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks 

you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house 

of slavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the 

womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalmody  Psalm 111:1–10 
P Praise the LORD!I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company of the upright, in the 

congregation. 

C Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. 

P Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 

C He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

P He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 

C He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

P The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy; 

C they are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

P He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name! 

C The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His 

praise endures forever! Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

 

Epistle Colossians 3:12–17 
 12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven 

you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let 

the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able out of respect for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb 



shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in 

the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the 

Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 

his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, 

having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-

four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that 

very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 

 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own 

town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

Sermon 
 



389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

 

 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and 

freely promised to hear us. 

  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your 

holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent 

love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious 

name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the 

devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil 

things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your 

merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our 

needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice 

in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its 

ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

Service of the Sacrament 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Preface LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our 

God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the 

testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His 

body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love 

which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, 

guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Please be seated. 

 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 

saying: 

 

Distribution 217 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

Dismissal Statement 218 
P The body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace and joy. 

C Amen. 

 



624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 

 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 

 

 

 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970 
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 

 

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 
Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): James Quinn, 1919–2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948 
Tune: American 
Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 

 

632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 



367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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