
The Rite of Holy Baptism 
When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their behalf. 

Stand 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the 

apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the power of the devil until Christ 

claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the 

Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

The pastor addresses each candidate: 
 

P How are you named? 

R [Name] 
 

The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate while saying: 
 

P [Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your T heart to mark you as one 

redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, 

yet according to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-

hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, 

foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin. 
  

We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless mercy and bless [him/her/them] with true faith 

by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in [him/her/them], which has been inherited from Adam and 

which [he himself / she herself / they themselves] [has/have] committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant that 

[he/she/they] be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of 

unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in Your 

promise, [he/she/they] would be declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for baptismal candidates and 

catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and 

taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to 

pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the 

faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of faith in Christ and 

love for the neighbor. 
  

P Is it your intention to serve [name of candidate(s)] as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 
  

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 
 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
  

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But 

when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid 

them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 

child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s), and the congregation joins in praying: 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

If the baptismal party has stood at the entrance of the nave to this point, they now move to the font. 
 

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even T forevermore. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions: 
 

P [Name(s)], do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again 

from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P [Name], do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying: 
 

P [Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying: 
 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and 

has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor may place a white garment on the newly baptized while saying: 
 

P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covers all 

your sin. So shall you stand without fear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world. 
 

The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to the newly baptized while saying: 



P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of the world. Live always in the light of 

Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end. 
 

The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following: 
 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you [a member / members] of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / 

heirs] with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ 

name as our [brother(s)/sister(s)] in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the 

praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 
 

Stand 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You graciously preserve and enlarge Your 

family and have granted [name(s)] the new birth in Holy Baptism and made [him/her/them] [a member / members] of 

Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as 

[he/she/they] [has/have] now become Your [child/children], You would keep [him/her/them] in [his/her/their] baptismal 

grace, that according to Your good pleasure [he/she/they] may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and honor 

of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

All return to their places. 
 

605 Father Welcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 
Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 

 



Confession and Absolution 
Please stand as you are able.  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 

Exhortation LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 

sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Self-examination 
P We will have a period of silence as we reflect on our nature in light of God's Word and the Ten Commandments. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

Call to confess 
P Let us call unto the Lord. 
 

Confession of Sins 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

Absolution LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Gloria in Excelsis 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue and bring to completion every good intent that 

we may grow in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Verse of the Month 
P Our service continues as we speak our Verse of the Month from Psalm One hundred sixteen, verses one and two. 

C I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. Because he inclined his ear to me, 

therefore I will call on him as long as I live.  (Psalm 116:1-2) 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 
 1“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just decrees that I am teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go in 

and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2You shall not add to the word that I 

command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you. . . . 

 6Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they 

hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 7For what great nation is there 

that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8And what great nation is there, that has 

statutes and just decrees so righteous as all this law that I set before you today? 

 9“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from 

your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children’s children.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Psalmody Psalm 119:129-136 
P Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them. 

C The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple. 

P I open my mouth and pant, because I long for your commandments. 

C Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your way with those who love your name. 

P Keep steady my steps according to your promise, and let no iniquity get dominion over me. 

C Redeem me from man's oppression, that I may keep your precepts. 

P Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your statutes. 

C My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your law.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 6:10–20 
 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand 

firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes 

for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with 

which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God, 18praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all 

perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth 

boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought 

to speak. 

 A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Alleluia LSB 205 

 
 

Verse LSB 205 

 

 
 

Alleluia LSB 205 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 7:14–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 14[Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: 15There is nothing outside a 
person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.” 17And when he had 

entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. 18And he said to them, “Then are you also 

without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 19since it enters not 

his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20And he said, “What comes out of a person is 

what defiles him. 21For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
22coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23All these evil things come from within, and they 

defile a person.” 



 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon 
 

565 Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 
Tune: The Parish Choir, 1850, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Please stand as you are able. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Please be seated. 

Service of the Sacrament 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Preface 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 

thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid 

on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives 

and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred 

them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 

we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 

to us in His body and blood. 

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 



     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of 

it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 

Distribution 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 
  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Dismissal Statement 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T 

in peace and joy. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the 

flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 

forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to 

serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

867 Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.; (st. 4): Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 4) and tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002260 
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