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There is a greater need for credentialed school nurses who are the only
professionals in our public schools with the knowledge, skills and capabilities to
provide administration and supervision of the more complex student health care
required by children during the school day; and

The responsibilities of the school nurse are defined in the West Virginia Code 18-
5-22 which states “Specialized health procedures that require the skill, knowledge
and judgment of a licensed health professional may be performed only by school
nurses, other licensed school health care providers, or school employees who have
been trained and retrained every two years who are subject to the supervision and
approval by school nurses;” and

Per West Virginia Code 18-5-22, each county board shall employ full time at least
one (1) school nurse for every one thousand five hundred (1,500) kindergarten
(K) through seventh (7”‘) grade pupils in net enrollment or major fraction thereof:
Provided, that each county shall employ full time at least one school nurse; and

It is estimated that ten to twenty million children and adolescents in the United
States have some form of chronic illness or disability which may require
observation and treatment during the school day: Chronic is defined as a health
condition that lasts anywhere from three months to a lifetime; and

There appears to be a strong correlation between a lower ratio of students to the
school health nurse and child well-being, and there are twenty two (22) states in
the United States which have now passed legislation that mandates a student to

school health nurse ratio; and

The health and safety needs of children are best met through the services of a
credentialed school nurse and that certificated instructional staff shall not be
required to perform services of specialized health care (e.g., dispensing of
medication, catheterization, tube feeding, suctioning); and

Children with disabilities must be provided a free appropriate public school
education in regular classrooms to the greatest extent possible according to the
Education for All Handicapped Children Act (EAHCA) of 1975 and the
Amendment passed in 1990 which changed the name of EAHCA to the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973; and

The number of children who have been identified as needing specialized health
care in order to attend school has increased dramatically in the 30 years since
IDEA was passed; now therefore be it
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RESOLVED, That the West Virginia Congress of Parents and Teachers and its units and
councils urge the citizens and policymakers of West Virginia to promote
legislation that would encourage a greater concentration of school nurses to
students, state funding therefore not to be taken from existing educational
appropriations; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the West Virginia Congress of Parents and Teachers and its members
throughout the state urge their local school districts to work toward establishing
increased school nurse to student ratios and increasing the number of days school
nurses are on school campuses; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the West Virginia Congress of Parents and Teachers and its members
support the West Virginia Education Association’s Legislative Agenda supporting
one (1) nurse for every five hundred (500) students with no less than one (1) nurse
for each school.

BACKGROUND SUMMARY

In many local school districts where the number of school nurses is limited the school nurse is
being placed in the position of having to manage care for many more students than would be
considered safe—the students themselves could be placed in jeopardy or the school district at
great risk for liability. Along with their mandated duties, school nurses perform such additional
tasks as reviewing immunizations, vision and scoliosis screening and family referrals to
community resources as well as health education curriculum development and the supervision
and training of unlicensed assistive personnel. In some schools, the school nurse must train
personnel to do certain procedures because s/he cannot physically be in so many geographic
areas at one time.

Advanced technology and procedures have increased the survival of many children which has
led to an increase of school children requiring ongoing health care needs. These children now are
being integrated into the general education system which has increased the work load of the
school nurse dramatically.

The increased number of health care needs such as oxygen use, ventilators, tube feedings,
catheterizations, tracheotomy suctioning, multiple medications and emergency injections, and the
increase of children with chronic health care conditions such as diabetes, asthma, allergies,
epilepsy, cancers, genetic disorders, rare disease syndromes, and HIVV/AIDS, require more
complicated health evaluation, treatment, supervision and emergency care by the school nurse.



